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BACKGROUND
Moray Council were awarded £217,500
of funding from Sustrans in November
2006 from the ‘Tackling the School Run’
Fund. Part of the funding was
specifically for a feasibility study into a
potential cycle route between from
Hopeman to Lossiemouth, including
Duffus. The timescale for the feasibility
was for completion by the beginning of
July 2007.  The feasibility study
examines the route options, explores
the viability of route choices including
the consultations with local landowners
and affected residents and provides
budget estimates for the preferred
options and recommendations.  
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This chapter summarises the
processes applied within this feasibility
study.

Study Area Desktop Review
The desktop review has been used to
provide a global overview of the area
to highlight the main issues relating to
the area and key sites and corridors
that the study should include.  It has
been possible at this stage to identify
potential routes as well as any
physical constraints such as
topography, land ownership issues
and also assess accident records.  

Site Audits
The site audits have been used to
make an assessment of the findings in
the desktop review as well as to clarify
the directness of potential routes and
the opportunity for linkages to any
proposed route.  The audit revealed
conditions that would affect routes
such as heavily used roads and
difficult crossing points.  The site
audits covered:

• Existing routes for walking and
cycling

• Topography

• Observations of traffic flow

• Threats to potential routes such as
difficult crossings

• Existing desire lines

• Local attractions/trip generators

• Potential route options

Consultation
There have been three types of
consultation within this study.  The first
consultations have centred on
landowners to establish their opinion
regarding proposed route options.
The second stage of consultation was
to inform residents living directly on
proposed route corridors of the aims
of the feasibility study and to seek
their views on any proposed changes
to the existing infrastructure.  The third
type of consultation was to inform the
local Community Councils of the
feasibility study and provide a point of
reference for further information.
Local Councillors were also informed
about the study by letter.  A
consultation with Hopeman Primary
School was also carried out.

Route Option Development
The route option development stage
of the study has been used to assess
all of the information gathered in the
above stages to appraise route
options with regard to financial
constraints and feedback from
landowners and residents.   

CHAPTER TWO
METHODOLOGY

The study area focuses on a potential cycle route for pupils
living in Hopeman, Cummingston and Burghead to
Lossiemouth High School.  The study area also covers the
journey primary school pupils take from Duffus to Hopeman
Primary School.  Duffus is the second largest settlement
within Moray that does not have its own primary school.
Two of the largest employers in Moray are also within the
study area: Gordonstoun School and the RAF base at
Lossiemouth.  

The area covered by the study is generally very flat and is
ideal for cycling and walking.  There is a good network of
minor roads that can be used to avoid the B-Roads in the
area although they do not generally provide the most direct
route.  The Moray Firth is famous for being only one of two
places in Britain where dolphins live in the wild and they are
often seen in summer swimming along the coastline.   

The area also benefits from the Foehn Effect.  This is a
phenomena found in meteorology which occurs when a dry
wind coming down from mountains warms up as it
descends.  In this case, the mountains of the north west
Highlands creates the effect and as the temperature of the
descending air often rises above its dew point temperature,
the effect is a relatively dry, warm wind that can be up to
10°C warmer.  This effect covers the Moray Firth from Nairn
in the west to Buckie in the east and has undoubtedly been
a major influence in the decision to house two of the UKs
airforce bases here since good flying weather can usually
be guaranteed.  

The settlements of Burghead, Hopeman and Lossiemouth
are linked by the B9040 which is a single carriageway road
with a speed limit of 60mph, dropping to 30mph in
Burghead, Cummingston and Lossiemouth and 40mph
through Hopeman.  None of the settlements in the study
area are linked to a railway station.  The national cycle
network (Route 1 from Inverness to Aberdeen) runs to the
south of the study area.

Study Objectives
The principal objective of the study is to appraise the route
options and make informed recommendations regarding the
implementation of cycle routes to link the following
settlements and schools:

• Burghead, Cummingston, Hopeman and Duffus to
Lossiemouth High School

• Duffus to Hopeman Primary School

Design Standards
The design parameters used within this feasibility study
reflect the ability and requirements of the anticipated user –
young adults and primary school children.  ‘Cycling by
Design’ has identified three different types of ‘design
cyclists’ and they are:

1. Touring/sports cyclists, often travelling in excess of
30kph, and prepared to claim their road space. 

2. Commuters confident in traffic, valuing speed and
directness. 

3. Vulnerable groups (children, family), inexperienced adult
cyclists and elderly people. 

The most appropriate infrastructure for vulnerable road
users are generally traffic free, direct routes from residential
areas to schools.  Off road cycle tracks and on-road cycle
lanes where adults may frequently accompany young
children should be sufficiently wide to allow for cycling two
abreast.  The enables the adult to ride on the offside of the
child when necessary.

Report Structure
This report contains a further ten chapters, the content of
which can be summarised as follows:

Chapter Two: Methodology

Chapter Three: Background information on settlements
within the study area

Chapter Four: Burghead and Cummingston to
Hopeman

Chapter Five: Hopeman

Chapter Six: Hopeman to Duffus

Chapter Seven: Hopeman to Lossiemouth

Chapter Eight: Links to Lossiemouth High School

Chapter Nine: Review of Information

Chapter Ten: Route Options

Chapter Eleven: Conclusions and Recommendations

STUDY AREA 
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Duffus
The village of Duffus, formally ‘New
Duffus’, is 1.7 miles south east of
Hopeman and is an attractive village
complete with post office and a
population of 640.  Duffus Castle lies
one mile south east of the village.
There is a prominent Village Hall and
recreation ground in the village which
is directly west of Gordonstoun
School.  Thirty-four children are
bussed to Hopeman Primary School
and 11 are bussed to Lossiemouth
High School.  There are also high
levels of car ownership in Duffus:
almost every household in the village
has a car – only 7% do not own a
vehicle.  45% of households have at
least one car, 40% have two cars and
over 7% have three cars.  Duffus has
the highest percentage of people
walking to work out of all of the
settlements within the study with 23%
of people walking to work, and 3% of
people cycle to work.

Half a mile east of Duffus village is the
famous Gordonstoun School, which is
set in 150 acres of woodland.  The
school was founded in 1934 by Dr
Kurt Hahn, the originator of the
'Outward Bound' philosophy of
education.  The school is one of the
few boarding schools in Scotland and
has famous past pupils from the
British Royal family as well as pupils
from royal families overseas. 

The school caters for children from 8
to 18 years of age.  There are over
100 children from 8 to 13 and 450
between 13 and 18.  The school offers
a wide range of activities, especially
outdoor pursuits including
seamanship.  The school is open year
round and includes a summer school
programme.  The school has the
potential to generate commuting
journeys by bicycle as it is one of the
major employers in Moray and also
caters for leisure cycling for pupils
and teachers, especially during the
summer school.  The road that runs
through the centre of the site is signed
as a ‘private’ road and there are
barriers to control vehicle access.
This access road is lit and traffic
calmed.  The site is exempt from the
‘Right to Roam’ legislation as it is an

educational establishment, but
anecdotal evidence and information
from local residents suggests that
people do enjoy and take advantage
of the route through the site.

The school have been consulted and
although they do not wish to see the
development of any public cycle
routes through their property, they are
supportive of any extension to the
cycle route network in the area.

Lossiemouth
Lossiemouth lies on the Moray Firth
coast 5.5 miles east of Hopeman and
five miles north of Elgin.  The town has
a population of 6873 and is one of the
largest settlements in Moray and a
popular holiday resort with a
championship golf course.  The town
began as a fishing village although the
eastern harbour has now been
converted in a yachting marina and
industrial sheds have been cleared for
houses and flats.  The northern
harbour is still home to a fishing fleet
and a fishmarket.

The oldest part of Lossiemouth is
based on a grid pattern.  There are
two primary schools and a high
school on the southern edge of the
town also incorporates a community
centre and swimming pool.  There are
many activities for residents of
Lossiemouth at the centre and the
large playing field serves both the
school and the local community.

There are two popular beaches in the
town: West bay stretches for three
miles to the west and on to Covesea
Lighthouse and East Beach which is
reached by a pedestrian bridge from
the town.  The dunes backing the East
Beach were created deliberately in the
early 1900s by placing disused railway
carriages behind the beach to provide
protection of the town for the length of
the River Lossie.  There is a high
quality, off road cycle track from the
outskirts of Elgin to Lossiemouth to
the Air Force Base adjacent to the
A941 and B9135.  The track was
funded by the Council and the
Ministry of Defence and it is a well
used route.  The permanent cycle
counters show that there are on
average 57 cyclists using the route

daily.  Lossiemouth has the highest
levels of non-car ownership with 25%
of households without a car.  There
are also very high levels of walking
and cycling to work: nearly 5% of
people cycling and nearly 19% walk.

Lossiemouth High School had 677
pupils in 2006 and the school is
developing a travel plan.  There is a
Lossiemouth High School Travel
Group and a travel survey has been
completed.   Information about the
travel plan surveys can be found in
Chapter 9.

Burghead 
Burghead is situated on a north-
westerly promontory on the Moray
Firth and has a population of 1640.
Burghead was the ancient Pictish
capital of Moray and the Iron Age
Fort, harbour and sandy beaches are
popular tourist attractions.  The
harbour has not handled any cargo
since 2000, but it continues to be
used for fishing.  The Burghead
Maltings is a dominant but vital
industry in the town.  A disused
railway running along the coast from
Burghead to Hopeman has been
converted to use for pedestrians and
cyclists and another section of
disused railway goes south from
Burghead through Roseisle Forest to
join the Inverness to Aberdeen railway
line.  The section of the line from the
Maltings near Easter Coltfield on the
B9089 is due to be brought back into
use specifically to serve these
maltings.  It is possible to walk along
the disused railway line from
Burghead to the maltings through the
Forestry Commission woodland.
Burghead has its own primary school
(128 pupils registered in 2006) and
pupils can choose to go to either
Lossiemouth High School or a high
school in Elgin.  Currently 45 pupils
are bussed to Elgin Academy and 82
are bussed to Lossiemouth High
School.  From 2001 Census data we
can see that nearly 22% of the
population do not own a car.
Journeys to work by bicycle are very
low at only 0.85%, but the town does
have high levels of walking: over 12%
of people walk to work. 

Cummingston
Cummingston is the smallest
settlement within the study with a
population of 162 people.  The village
is a mile east from Burghead and is
essentially a one street linear village
with houses lining the main road
(B9040) frontage. Cummingston is a
residential village without shops or
services.  The area is popular with
rock climbers who come from all over
the country to scale the 20m high
sandstone sea cliffs.  There are over
150 climbs covering all grades from
beginner to extremely severe.  There is
a link to the Burghead to Hopeman
coastal walking and cycling route from
the village and there is a short section
of shared use footway, west of the
settlement that was funded via a
developer contribution.  It is currently
unsigned.  Only 11% of the population
do not own a car and 31% own two
cars.  Surprisingly, nearly 5% of
people use a bicycle to get to work,
but there are lower rates of walking to
work (2.5%) than Burghead.  There are
13 pupils bussed to Lossiemouth High
School from Cummingston.

Hopeman
Hopeman is located just under three
miles east of Burghead and was a
busy fishing village, however, most of
the activity in the harbour is now
recreational.  The attractive foreshore,
sandy beaches, harbour and campsite
are popular with day-trippers and
tourists. There has been strong
community involvement in the
development of a skateboard park
and to the east of the town there is
the Hopeman Golf Club which is
regarded as one of the most
demanding links courses in the north
of Scotland.  Hopeman is a popular
residential location that has a wide
range of services and a population of
1624.  There were 238 pupils
registered at the primary school in
2006 and 104 pupils are bussed to the
secondary school in Lossiemouth.
There are high levels of car ownership
in the town, with 55% of all
households having at least one car.
There are low levels of cycling to work,
with only 1% of all journeys to work by
bike, but nearly 14% of people walk to
work in Hopeman. 

Proposals for 200 homes were
submitted the Moray Council for
planning approval by Springfield
Properties.  The development called
‘New Hopeman’ was planned to the
south of the existing town and is a
grid-based pattern of properties
based on ‘Home Zone’ principles,
utilising some of the existing paths
from Pickylaw and Inverugie.  The
planning application has been refused,
but may be resubmitted on a smaller
scale.

CHAPTER THREE
BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON SETTLEMENTS
WITHIN THE STUDY AREA
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SEE FOLD OUT MAP AT THE END OF THIS CHAPTER
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Existing cycle routes within the study area

STATION

A96

A96

RAF Lossiemouth

ELGIN

Lossiemouth

North Greens

Duffus

Hopeman

Burghead Cummingston

Roseisle Forest

RAILWAY
RAILWAY

N

Legend

Moray Coastal Cycle Route

Elgin to Lossiemouth cycle track

National Cycle Network
Route 1 - Inverness to Aberdeen

Moray Cycle Rides - signed
circular rides in Moray

Existing off-road cycle track

Settlements

RAF Lossiemouth

Golf courses

Gordonstoun School

Campsite

10 Chapter Three

RAF Base Lossiemouth
The airforce base at Lossiemouth was
opened in 1939 and is the largest and
busiest fast-jet base in the RAF.  There
are 2800 military and civilian
personnel on the base and in a 2005
report by the Moray Badenoch and
Strathspey Enterprise and Moray
Council, revealed that the Kinloss and
Lossiemouth RAF bases contribute
£104 million to the Moray economy
annually and 21% of all employment in
the area is connected to the base.  

The base is home to Tornado
squadrons as well as a Sea King

Search and Rescue squadron and
also operational, logistic and
administrative services related to the
base.  The area is also designated as
Low Flying Area 14 and the flying
program runs mainly during the day
although night time flying operations
can frequently occur.

The base attracts a large number of
spectators and there are a number of
websites dedicated to this pastime.
The most popular area for viewing is
on the old road that runs east of
North Greens between the golf course
and the northern perimeter fence of

the base at the end of the runway.
‘Thunder and Lightnings’ website
advises readers that the golfers seem
tolerant of aircraft enthusiasts but
“bear in mind you're on the golf
club's property and you can be asked
to leave - you can also be hit by a
golf ball, and wouldn't have a leg to
stand on if you tried to complain
about that!”

For the purposes of this report, data
regarding the travel patterns of
employees has been requested from
RAF Lossiemouth, but to date, no
information has been received.

Burghead Cummingston Hopeman Duffus Lossiemouth
Population 1640 162 1624 640 6873
% with  no car 21.77 11.59 16.96 7.24 25.49
% with one car 50.38 50.72 54.99 44.74 53.53
% with two cars 23.90 31.88 23.61 39.47 18.00
% with three cars 3.04 1.45 3.49 7.24 2.41
% with four cars 0.91 4.35 0.95 1.32 0.58
% walk to work 12.38 2.47 13.85 23.59 18.65
% cycle to work 0.85 4.94 1.05 3.13 4.68

Table 1  Car ownership levels and journey to work information (highest levels are highlighted)

Table 2  School Bus Patterns within the Study Area (numbers show how many children using the services)

BURGHEAD CUMMINGSTON HOPEMAN DUFFUS

ELGIN
ACADEMY

LOSSIEMOUTH
HIGH SCHOOL

HOPEMAN
PRIMARY SCHOOL

45 82 13 104 11 34
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The existing walking and cycling route
from Burghead to Hopeman is along a
disused railway line.  The route starts
on the east side of the Maltings and
the route is signed as part of the
Moray Coastal Cycle Route.  The route
was resurfaced in 2005/06 with an
unbound material.  Unfortunately, the
‘fines’ from the surfacing have since
washed away resulting in a very
uncomfortable surface for cycling.
The route is rough and uneven and in
one section, part of the sand dune has
collapsed onto the path and cyclists
have no option but to dismount and
walk through the sand.  There is a
bridge adjacent to this section that is
obviously used by walkers and cyclists
to avoid the sand, but the path is
currently very narrow and has a
grassed surface.

There is the potential to create a link
from the coastal path to the disused
railway through Roseisle Forest.  If the
disused railway line were to be
resurfaced to where it ends at the
Maltings on the B9089, it would be
possible to link into the National Cycle
Network, Route 1 at Kirkton using
quiet roads creating a circular network
between Elgin, Lossiemouth and
Burghead.  These kind of circular
routes are essential in creating cycle
networks for the ever-increasing
numbers of leisure cyclists, especially
cycle tourers from outside the area.

Within the 2000 Moray Council
Development Plan, the Town
Statement for Burghead
acknowledges some of the links that
are necessary to create this network.
Within the environmental statement
ENV4, a link from the path to the
B9013 is recognised: 

‘ENV4 The former railway and
sheds’
Including the rail sheds for the
Maltings, this area is now derelict and
requires environmental upgrading,
incorporating a footpath link along its
length and the removal of
unnecessary boundary fencing.

The section of land towards the end of
the disused railway track in Roseisle
Forest is designated for community
facilities:

‘CF1 COMMUNITY HALL’
The site can accommodate a new
community/visitor centre facility for
Burghead (incorporating the listed
former station building) with the
balance of the site suitable for the
accommodation of a number of single
house plots fronting Bridge Street
and Station Road. The attached
railway siding can be utilised for car
parking in association with the new
community centre and if so
developed has the potential to be
extended to provide a new access to
the caravan park. The housing
proposal on the remainder of the site
must be sufficiently set back to
enable the improvements of Bridge
Street to an adoptable standard (as a
minor access road).

This statement does not recognise a
link to the forest and liaison with
planning officers and the Community
Council is required to ensure this
important link is not lost.  There is the
potential to install the link at little or no
cost to the authority using planning
gain.  Liaison with the Forestry
Commission should also take place to
investigate the potential for building a
path on the disused railway through

their land as well as towards Kinloss.

There is an existing link into
Cummingston from the path via Back
Street and there is also an off road
cycle track on the north side of the
B9040 that runs for approximately
300m from the junction of Fraser
Road in Burghead to the western
edge of Cummingston.  The path
provides a safer alternative to the road
for this short section.

The options for routes in and around
Burghead are illustrated on the map at
the end of this chapter.

Existing cycle track looking towards Maltings at Burghead

CHAPTER FOUR
BURGHEAD AND CUMMINGSTON TO HOPEMAN

Section: Burghead to Hopeman
Option A:
Existing coastal cycle path

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Route is a resurfaced, disused railway track
There are wooden finger posts and an information board at the start of the route in Burghead

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Rough surface makes for uncomfortable cycling
Drifting sand has ‘cut off’ part of the route

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

Attended Burghead and Cummingston Community Council on 7th June 2007.  Their comments were:
Fully supportive of proposals of cycle route to Lossiemouth and Duffus
Would like to see an off road cycle route from Burghead to Kinloss
The existing path to Hopeman needs to be resurfaced
Would like to see the existing path to Hopeman be continued through caravan park to rear of school

CONSTRAINTS:

Public may criticise the authority as wasting public money as they are essentially resurfacing the route ‘twice’
Wind blown sand may continue to block the route
The cost to resurface the route may be prohibitive

OPPORTUNITIES:

A route to the disused railway south of Burghead through the forest would begin to create a ‘network’ of routes to the 
area, but the most direct route is through the Maltings property.  No discussions have taken place with the company 
regarding these proposals.

OTHER COMMENTS:

The existing route between Burghead and Hopeman is a traffic free, direct and level route with good connections into
Cummingston.  It has spectacular views and it has the potential to be a key destination for day-trippers and tourists in the
area as well as form an important link between the three communities.  Unfortunately, due to the poor surface it is not
enjoyable to cycle and problems with drifting sand also detract from its attractiveness.  To fully realise the potential of this
route and to encourage more visitors to use it, it is essential that it be resurfaced.  Creating a link to the disused railway
south of Burghead provides a further link in a cycle network for the area that could potentially join up with the National
Cycle Network.

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

It is recommended that the path is resurfaced in a bituminous material to create a smooth and long lasting surface and
realign the path where there are drifting sands.  There is clear support for this measure from the community and will bring
immediate benefits.
A link to the disused railway through Roseisle Forest should be recognised and protected through The Moray
Development Plan.
Start discussion with the Forestry Commission to uncover the potential for surfacing the railway line and utilising forest
roads to Kinloss.

SEE FOLD OUT MAPS AT THE END OF THIS CHAPTER
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Land designated as ENV4 - path to cycle
track through the Maltings 

Disused railway track going south
through Roseisle Forest

Land designated CF1 – with no current provision
for cycle track 

Drifiting sand covering existing cycle track
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Existing cycle track and development plan
proposals in Burghead
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Existing and potential cycle networks in
Burghead and Cummingston
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Harbour Street is the main street within the village and it is
where all of the main facilities are based: post office, local
shops, takeaways and GP surgeries.  

Hopeman Primary School is on the corner of School Street
and Macpherson Street and the rear of the school drops
away to a playing field and the coast.  The environment
around the school on School Street suffers from the usual
problems associated with the school run and is further
compounded by the number of school buses.  

There are very few opportunities to provide new off road
cycle tracks within the village. The line of the disused
railway track is still visible through Hopeman on either side
of Harbour Street.  To the west of Harbour Street the track

goes through a caravan park and to the east, the track is
now an access road to beach huts (East Beach Promenade)
and continues along the coast as a footpath.

The owner of the caravan park was consulted when the
railway track was resurfaced, but he was not supportive of
any proposals to create a public cycle track through his
caravan site.  

Hopeman Primary School
The primary school is in the process of developing a school
travel plan.  There are some preliminary surveys, but they
do not cover the whole school population.  The initial survey
involved ninety pupils, all of whom live in Hopeman.

Of the five parents who lived in Duffus, four said they would
use a cycle route to Hopeman often or everyday for taking
children to school and also for leisure.  Importantly, of these
five sets of parents living in Duffus, currently all of them use
a car to take their children to school in Hopeman.

Of the fourteen parents living in Hopeman, eleven said they
would use the route often or everyday.

For all of the respondents, 60% said they would use a cycle
route to Lossiemouth often, predominantly for leisure
purposes.

Although only a small group of parents were involved in the
consultation it would appear that there is considerable
latent demand within the study area for an improved cycle
network. Moreover, there is a willingness to transfer utility
trips, mainly the school run, to active travel alternatives.

Existing cycle facilities
The cycle track from Burghead ends at Hopeman at a set of
steps that leads to  Duff Street.  The steps have wooden
risers, but the treads are predominantly earth and sand.
There is a wooden wheeling channel which is very difficult
to use because it is narrow, has acute angles that full size
bicycle wheels cannot accommodate and much of the
channel is full of sand.  The path from the top of the steps
to Duff Street is unsurfaced and has a narrow opening onto
the street with a ‘makeshift’ dropped crossing in the form of
poured concrete.  The lack of a formal dropped kerb is
probably due to the proximity of a manhole cover.  The
Coastal Cycle Route is then signed along Duff Street,
Harbour Street to the B9040.  

Duff Street itself is a quiet residential street.  Traffic surveys
were carried out over seven days from Monday 7th May to
Sunday 13th May 2007. The average number of cars using
the street from Monday to Friday is 478 and on Saturday
and Sunday the figure drops to 463.  The 85th%ile speed is
28.9mph and 1.67% of vehicles using the road are HGVs. 

Route Options to Hopeman Primary School
The options for routes within Hopeman are described on
the following pages and are illustrated on the map at the
end of this chapter.

CHAPTER FIVE
HOPEMAN

Mode of transport to school % pupils in survey
Walk 80
Drive 10

Bus/taxi 6.5
Cycle 3.5

This small survey which is just 37% of the total school
population shows a large proportion of people currently
walking to school.  The figure of 10% of pupils who are
driven is very high considering all of the pupils in the survey
live within less than half a mile of the school.  This shows
that there is scope to encourage more people to walk or
cycle to school within the village.  The reported rate of 3.5%
of pupils cycling to school has risen since the survey was

conducted in 2005. Anecdotal evidence indicates that the
number of children cycling to school in the summer months
is often 25 – 30 a day (12%).

On Wednesday 27th June, an informal consultation on the
proposed cycle routes between Duffus and Lossiemouth
was held during a school open day.  Parents were invited to
comment on whether they would use the proposed routes,
how often and for what purpose

Table 3  Survey results from partial School Travel Plan Survey

Place of Residence Number of people in survey
Hopeman 14

Duffus 5
Outside scope of report 3

Table 4  Survey results from parent consultation

SEE FOLD OUT MAP AT THE END OF THIS CHAPTER
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Caravan Park looking towards Hopeman Primary School

Section: Coastal cycle path to Hopeman Primary School

Option A:
Use disused railway track through
caravan park to rear of school

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Old railway track can still be seen through the caravan park and is now the access road
Wooden steps lead from back of school down towards shore 

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Large level difference between shore and rear of school

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

No consultation carried out on this option

CONSTRAINTS:

Caravan park owner has refused to allow public access through the caravan site
Construction costs to build ramp may be considerable

OPPORTUNITIES:

Caravan park is currently up for sale and new owner may be supportive of proposals

OTHER COMMENTS:

Although this would be an almost traffic free route, it would bypass some of the services leisure cyclists may seek such as
local shops and takeaways.

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

This option is unworkable unless the owner of the caravan site allows the public to use their access road.

Harbour Street looking south

Section: Coastal cycle path to Hopeman Primary School

Option B:
Use Duff Street, Harbour Street and
Macpherson Street to access school

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

There are steps with a wheeling channel from the cycle track to Duff Street.
Harbour Street houses the majority of services in the town: post office, shops, takeaways etc.
There is a small incline on Macpherson Street towards the school.
All of the three roads are narrow, with on street parking and very little scope for off road cycle facilities.

TRAFFIC DATA FOR DUFF STREET, SURVEY FROM MONDAY 7TH TO SUNDAY 13TH MAY 2007

85th %ile speed: 28.9mph                                         % of HGVs:  1.67%
Volume of traffic: Monday to Friday – 478 vpd

Saturday and Sunday – 463 vpd

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

On street parking can be hazardous to cyclists.
On road cycle routes can be less attractive to novice cyclists and families cycling with children.
Access to path from Duff Street has narrow dropped crossing. 

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

No consultation carried out on this option

CONSTRAINTS:

No opportunities for off road cycle tracks.

OPPORTUNITIES:

Existing steps and wheeling channel could be redesigned into a DDA compliant ramp.
Strategy Options:
1 Install traffic calming on all three roads to reduce the speed of traffic
2 Install a 20mph zone on all three roads
3 Create pedestrian priority area on Harbour Street
4 Create access ramp from existing cycle track to Duff Street
5 Sign route only from existing steps

OTHER COMMENTS:

On road routes are less likely to encourage ‘new’ cyclists.

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

Strategy Options 3, 4 and 5 are recommended.  Option 4 will open up the existing track to wheelchair users as well as
make access for cyclists and people with pushchairs easier.  Option 5 is viable as the current traffic speeds are suitable
for on road cycling and the route only requires signing.  Option 3 will create a new ‘shared space’ outside the post office
that will promote an environment where pedestrians and vulnerable users have priority of vehicles.  It is proposed to raise
the carriageway level to the footway which will create:
A traffic calming feature
A section of road that could be closed for events forming a pedestrianised area
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Route Options from Hopeman Primary School towards Duffus
Three potential options from the school towards Duffus are described below and illustrated on the map at the end of this
chapter.

School Road looking south towards East Road

Section: Hopeman Primary School to Duffus Road
Option C:
Using School Road and East Road

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

School road suffers from the typical ‘school run’ problems and is congested and busy during school opening/closing times.
The footways are narrow. On street car parking. Carriageway crossings for off street parking.
Bus and coach parking for the school has been a problem in the past, spaces have been allocated.
40mph speed limit on East Road. North side of East Road is minimum width for off road cycle tracks.

TRAFFIC DATA FOR SCHOOL ROAD, SURVEY FROM TUESDAY 8TH TO SUNDAY 13TH MAY 2007

85th %ile speed: 28.9mph % of HGVs: 1.76%
Volume of traffic: Monday to Friday – 794 vpd

Saturday and Sunday – 711 vpd

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Congestion at school times is a deterrent to cycling.
Large buses and coaches are of particular danger to vulnerable road users.
One accident between vehicle and pedal cyclist on School Road.
Traffic on East Road can be fast and intimidating to vulnerable road users.

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

No consultation carried out on this option

CONSTRAINTS:

Very few opportunities for off road cycle tracks on School Road
Width of footway on East Road is minimum width for shared use walking and cycling

OPPORTUNITIES:

The introduction of 20mph zones around schools is a National target
Strategy Options:
1 Install traffic calming 
2 Create full time ‘School 20mph Zone’

OTHER COMMENTS:

On road routes are less likely to encourage ‘new’ cyclists
Traffic calming is likely to have little effect during congested school opening and closing times

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

Strategy Option 2:  a full time 20mph zone will benefit vulnerable road users and support Scottish Executive targets. 

Pedestrian walkway to School Road

Section: Hopeman Primary School to Duffus Road
Option D:
Golf Crescent to Golf Road to
Millfield Drive to East Road

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Golf Crescent and Golf Road are quiet residential streets.
Existing pedestrian walkway from School Road to Golf Crescent.
Millfield Drive has wide verge on west side of road.
East Road from Millfield Drive has a wide footway.

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Pedestrian walkway is narrow and encouraging cycling may cause conflict between two different users. 
There are nine carriageway crossings on this particular stretch of footway to serve the houses fronting East Road.
Millfield Drive provides direct access to East Road and the speed of traffic here can be higher as traffic leaves 40mph zone.
Bus stop on East Road could cause conflict between pedestrians and cyclists.

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

No consultation carried out on this option

CONSTRAINTS:

May be objections from public 

OPPORTUNITIES:

Very few opportunities for off road cycle tracks on School Road
Width of footway on East Road is minimum width for shared use walking and cycling

OTHER COMMENTS:

Sympathetic signage could request cyclists to give pedestrians priority on pedestrian walkway from School Road.
Potential for off road cycle track on east side of Millfield Drive and North side of East Road.
Strategy Options:
1 Signing on pedestrian walkway from School Road to Golf Crescent
2 Cycle route signing from Golf Crescent to Golf Road
3 Convert footway to shared use walking and cycling on east side of Millfield Drive
4 Convert footway to shared use walking and cycling on north side of East Road

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

This route is not recommended as it is not a direct route and the footway on East Road is narrow.
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Lodge Road looking towards East Road

Section: Hopeman Primary School to Duffus Road
Option E:
Golf Crescent to Golf Road to
Lodge View to Meadow View to
Lodge Road

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Golf Crescent, Golf Road and Lodge View are quiet residential streets.
Meadow View has existing traffic calming.
There is a children’s playground on Meadow View.

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Lodge Drive provides direct access to East Road and the speed of traffic here can be higher as traffic leaves 40mph zone.
Pedestrian walkway – as per Option D

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

Letters sent to all affected households on Golf Road, Golf Crescent, Lodge Road, Lodge View, Meadow View and Meadow
Gardens.  Two phone calls received from residents in Meadow View:

Support proposals for cycle route to school, but do not use Meadow View as the traffic is very fast.

CONSTRAINTS:

There is limited space on the east side of Lodge Road for an off road cycle track – the top of the embankment between
the road and the drainage ditch reduces to 1m in width with lamp columns in middle of bank.

OPPORTUNITIES:

As per Option D, sympathetic signage could request cyclists to give pedestrians priority on pedestrian walkway from
School Road.
Strategy Options:
1 Signing on pedestrian walkway from School Road to Golf Crescent
2 Cycle route signing from Golf Crescent to Lodge View
3 Cycle route signing on Lodge Road to East Road
4 Build cycle track on east side of Lodge Road
5 Convert west side of Lodge Road to shared use footway/cycle track

OTHER COMMENTS:

On road routes are less likely to encourage ‘new’ cyclists.

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

Strategy Options 1, 2 and 3 are the preferred options as they take the most direct route from the school to the outskirts of
the town.  They make use of existing quiet roads, some of which are traffic calmed and pass the children’s playground.  It
is recommended to use signing only on Lodge Road, but to monitor traffic levels and speed.  Speed surveys show
85th%ile speeds of 18mph and do not support residents comments that there is fast traffic on Meadow View.

Golf Road, unsurfaced section

Section: Hopeman Primary School to Duffus Road
Option F:
Lodge Road to Golf Road

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

End section of Golf Road is unsurfaced and unadopted
Incline on Golf Road

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Route is not level
Unsurfaced route can lead to punctures and be muddy in winter

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

No consultation carried out on this option

CONSTRAINTS:

Golf Road is unadopted and it may not be possible to use public funding to upgrade surface
Difficult to promote routes with hills to cyclists

OPPORTUNITIES:

If road is brought up to adoptable standards in the future, this could be a viable route.
Strategy Options:
1 Resurface section of Golf Road

OTHER COMMENTS:

On road routes are less likely to encourage ‘new’ cyclists

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

Not a recommended route due to complications of unadopted roads and non-level route
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Existing entrance to cycle track on Duff Street

View from rear of Hopeman Primary School towards disused railway line

Existing steps up to the rear of  Hopeman Primary School

The options for routes in Hopeman are illustrated on the map opposite.

Duff Street looking towards Harbour Road

Bus parking outside Hopeman Primary School

Line of disused railway leaving Hopeman Caravan Park

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationary Office Crown Copyright 2007.
The Moray Council 100023422.
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Two options have been appraised for this route.  The first route option uses existing tracks and paths through Inverugie and
the second utilises the existing verges along the main roads (the B9012 and B9040) from Duffus to Hopeman.  The accident
data for this section of the route showed that the bend on the B9040 on the approach to Hopeman has been an accident
blackspot with seven accidents between 2002 and 2004.  However, since remedial works took place in 2005, there have
been no accidents on this bend.  Since 2005, there has been one accident at the junction of the B9040 and the B9012.

CHAPTER SIX
HOPEMAN TO DUFFUS

Option A:
This option using the existing tracks through Inverugie is a
highly scenic route through attractive woods and farmland,
eventually providing a dramatic viewpoint at the top of the
hill, over Hopeman and the Moray Firth coastline.
Unfortunately, the steep gradients into Inverugie from Duffus
will be a deterrent to novice cyclists and may be too
strenuous for younger pupils.  The gradient to the top of
Inverugie from Hopeman is far gentler.

All of the tracks this route uses are in private ownership and
approval would be needed from the owners to develop this
route.  The narrowness and steep gradients of these tracks
may cause access problems for plant and equipment
during construction.

Option B:
This option follows the main roads between Duffus and
Hopeman, which is the most level and most direct.  The
Moray Council previously bought strips of land on the west
side of the B9012 and on the north side of the B9040 for a
road-widening scheme, but there are currently no plans to
widen either road.  Three different land owners own the rest
of the land required for the construction of the cycle track.
Negotiations are currently taking place, and one landowner
is supportive of the proposals.

Track up to Inverugie

Section: Hopeman to Duffus
Option A:
Duffus to Hopeman via Inverugie

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Mostly traffic free, unsurfaced paths.  Paths go directly over steep hill

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Steep hill

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

No consultation carried out on this option

CONSTRAINTS:

Costs to install cycle track
Landowners may object to cycle track
Access for plant may be difficult on steep and narrow access roads

OPPORTUNITIES:

Excellent views at top of hill

OTHER COMMENTS:

This route may be attractive as a leisure route

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

Not a recommended option due to the steep inclines on this route

SEE FOLD OUT MAP AT THE END OF THIS CHAPTER



Chapter Six 3130 Chapter Six

It is proposed to start route option B at the end of
Northfield in Duffus south of the field line to the B9012.  The
Dunbar Estate owns the land required for this section of the
cycle track.  Negotiations are currently underway for the
purchase of the land required.  A cycle track to the north of
the field line has been considered, but ruled out because of
drainage issues.  The landowner to the north of the field line
(Mr Dean Anderson) is supportive of the cycle track but it’s
presence on the northern side would interfere with
maintaining the drainage ditch and the drainage pond itself
would also create a considerable detour.

From this point, the Moray Council owns the land on the
western side of the B9012 to the farmhouses to the north.
The land and buildings north of this point are owned by
Williams Steadings.  Negotiations are currently underway for
the purchase of this land.  There is a stone dyke along the
boundary line and it is proposed to keep the cycle track to
the west of this.

The majority of verge on the north side of the B9040 is
owned by the Moray Council, however, where the verge is
narrow, it is proposed to purchase land from Mr Dean
Anderson to provide a buffer between the carriageway and
the cycle track.  Negotiations are currently underway,
however, Mr Anderson is highly supportive of the proposals.

Road crossings
Guidance within ‘Cycling by Design’ states that ‘where two-
way traffic flows are less than 6000 vehicles per day and
85th percentile traffic speeds are less than 85kph (Refer to
Table 6.3) a give way crossing without a central refuge is
suitable’.  For both the B9040 and the B9012, the total
number of vehicles per day is less that 6000 (4329 and
2286 respectively.)  However, both roads are on the cusp of
the 85kph limit.  Given that the traffic flows are well within
the threshold, it is proposed to install uncontrolled
crossings at both locations where the cycle track crosses
the road.  

Hopeman Gateway Feature
The gateway feature on the north side of the road would
require rebuilding and repositioning.  Outline designs
include an archway over the cycle track, but will need
further consultation with local Members, residents and the
Community Council.

Road from Inverugie looking towards
Hopeman showing gentle gradient

B9012 looking north

Section: Hopeman to Duffus
Option B:
Duffus to Hopeman via B9012 and
B9040

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Route follows main road from Duffus to Hopeman.  Not a heavily trafficked route, but high speeds.  Level route.

TRAFFIC DATA FOR B9012 FROM MONDAY 7TH MAY TO SUNDAY 13TH MAY 2007

85th %ile speed: 54.3mph Vehicles per day: Monday to Friday – average 2440
% of HGVs: 3.9% Saturday to Sunday – average 2286

TRAFFIC DATA FOR B9040 FROM MONDAY 7TH MAY TO SUNDAY 13TH MAY 2007

85th %ile speed: 54.2mph Vehicles per day: Tuesday and Wednesday – average 4329
% of HGVs: 3.16%

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Route will have to cross both main roads

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

Attended Heldon Community Council on 29th May, members were supportive of route

CONSTRAINTS:

Landowners may not be willing to sell land

OPPORTUNITIES:

Moray Council own sections of verge on B9012 and B9040
Most direct and level route

OTHER COMMENTS:

Potential alternative ‘short cut’ but problems with visibility where potential crossing would be

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

This is the preferred route as it is the most level and direct route to Duffus.  Much of the land required to build the cycle
route is in Council ownership.

Field line looking towards Duffus



Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationary Office Crown Copyright 2007.
The Moray Council 100023422.
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A total of five options have been identified for possible
cycle routes from Hopeman to North Greens:

Option 1: Coastal Footpath Upgrade
Option 2: Coastal ‘Field Path’
Option 3: Cycle track in verge of B9040 from Hopeman to

North Greens
Option 4: The ‘Green Road’
Option 5: Inland route south of RAF Lossiemouth

Each option is discussed below:

Option A: Coastal Footpath Upgrade
Length 8km:

The off road cycle track which ends at Hopeman continues
as a footpath along the coast towards Lossiemouth.  Some
parts of the path are suitable for cycling, however, there are
deep ravines that would require small bridges to enable
cyclists to cycle the coast in comfort without steep ‘ups and
downs’.  When the path comes to the beach at Covesea
cyclists would be required to either cycle along the beach
or return to the main road (B9040.)  It may be possible to
build a boardwalk for walking and cycling, however the cost
to build this along with the maintenance of the structure
would require a large capital investment.

Option B: Coastal Field Path
Length 9km:

This is a potential path running parallel with the coast but
adjacent to field lines and incorporating existing tracks and
using part of the southern verge in the B9040 to North
Greens.  The route was suggested by the majority
landowner in the area.  Discussions on land purchase are
now taking place with the other landowners on the
proposed route.  

Option C: Cycle track in verge of B9040
Length 8.5km:

Generally, there is scope to provide a cycle track within the
verge from Hopeman to North Greens, however, there is a
pinch point at Burnside that seriously undermines this
option.  The houses at Burnside have boundary walls that
sit directly on the main road where there is no physical
possibility of relocation and a detour to the rear of the
properties would be necessary.  A cycle route in close
proximity to a busy road is a less attractive option,
especially to novice and younger cyclists: loud traffic can
make conversing while walking and cycling difficult while

spray, fumes and backdraught from passing vehicles is
unpleasant.  A cycle route in this location would serve the
Silversands Campsite as well as the stables at Balgreen.
There is a clear desire line from the campsite into
Lossiemouth where people regularly walk along the verge.
An off road track would be of benefit to the stables as since
a car drove into the back of a horse and rider who was
using the road, the stables will only walk horses along the
verge to access a track across the golf course.

Option D: The ‘Green Road’
Length 8.5km:

The locally known ‘Green Road’ is an unsurfaced track that
starts in Duffus and goes directly east towards Lossiemouth
and ends at the western end of the boundary fence of RAF
Lossiemouth. Discussions with the landowner who owns the
road from Duffus to the start of the RAF base have taken
place.  The track links fields to the north and south that are
used extensively for milk and beef production.  The track is
used to move cows from field to field and also to and from
milking sheds.  This intense use of the track will cause
difficulties to cyclists and walkers if it is promoted and
resurfaced as a cycle track and it is likely to become
muddy from the movement of cattle. Access barriers that
will hinder users, especially cyclists, will need to be in place
to control cattle.

Option E: Inland route south of RAF Lossiemouth
Length 12.5km:

There is the possibility of using existing ‘back roads’ to the
south of the RAF base between Duffus and Lossiemouth to
provide a cycle route.  The speed limit on these roads is
60mph (national speed limit) although there is very little
traffic.  Some of the traffic is aircraft enthusiasts driving to
various parking spaces around the base, or parking on road
to watch aircraft landing and taking off.  Although this is a
level route to Lossiemouth, it is the longest of all the
options.  The route would be ‘signed’ only, with no specific
cycling facilities.  This would not be an attractive route for
pedestrians as there are no footways and it does not meet
the design criteria for young and vulnerable people.  The
route would link into the existing cycle route on the B9135
between Lossiemouth and Elgin.

CHAPTER SEVEN
HOPEMAN TO NORTH GREENS

Example of more difficult
sections on Coastal Footpath

Section: Hopeman to North Greens
Option A:
Coastal footpath upgrade

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Some sections are suitable for cycling
Deep ravines and short, steep climbs would need to be bridged
Excellent views
Tall gorse in some sections provides windbreaks 
Only feasible from Hopeman to Covesea
Route would need to be adjacent to section of Hopeman Golf Course

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Could be very exposed in the winter
Steep cliffs would need fencing or barriers

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

No consultation carried out on this option

CONSTRAINTS:

Cost – at least four ravines would need bridging with the development of a boardwalk
SNH – environmental considerations during construction
Possible objections from Hopeman Golf Club

OPPORTUNITIES:

A coastal cycle route in this location could be a first class visitor attraction
Opportunity to seek funding from a range of sources to take advantage of wider benefits of a route here: tourism, health,
accessibility

OTHER COMMENTS:

None

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

Although the cost of funding an upgrade of the footpath makes this option prohibitive, it should be considered as a ‘long
term aspirational cycle route’ that could be developed as part of a wider tourism and/or access strategy.

SEE FOLD OUT MAP AT THE END OF THIS CHAPTER
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Typical example of existing tracks

Section: Hopeman to North Greens
Option B:
Coastal Field Path

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Route follows field lines and existing tracks
Need consent of five different land owners
Provides good views in a number of locations
Only feasible from Hopeman to Covesea
Route would need to be adjacent to section of Hopeman Golf Course

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Not as level as coastal footpath

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

Main landowner is very supportive of this route

CONSTRAINTS:

Not all landowners may be willing to sell land for this route
Possible objections from Hopeman Golf Club

OPPORTUNITIES:

Cheaper alternative to upgrading coastal footpath

OTHER COMMENTS:

Section of route from Covesea to Campsite may need to be surfaced in ‘horse friendly’ material

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

Continue to liaise with landowners to pursue this route

Desire line from campsite to
Lossiemouth

Section: Hopeman to North Greens
Option C:
Cycle track in verge of B9040

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Direct route
Level
Provides route for stables and users of caravan park

TRAFFIC DATA FOR B9040 FROM TUESDAY 23RD MAY TO WEDNESDAY 24TH MAY 2006

85th %ile speed: 54.2mph Vehicles per day: Tuesday and Wednesday – average 4329
% of HGVs: 3.16%

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Can be unpleasant cycling next to a busy road – fast traffic is loud, traffic fumes
Pinch point at Burnside would create a detour

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

Balgreen Stables and Silversands Caravan Park are very supportive of this route
No landowners have been contacted

CONSTRAINTS:

Pinch point at Burnside
Landowners may not be willing to sell land for a cycle track

OPPORTUNITIES:

A walking/cycling route from the campsite to Lossiemouth would support businesses and the tourism industry 
Strategy Options:
1 Construct cycle track from Hopeman to Lossiemouth
2 Construct cycle track from Balgreen Stables to Lossiemouth

OTHER COMMENTS:

Section of route from Covesea to Campsite may need to be surfaced in ‘horse friendly’ material

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

Strategy Option 2 should be pursued as there is an existing need to protect the safety of people currently walking on the
verge and in the road from the campsite to Lossiemouth.
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Farming activity on the Green Road

Section: Hopeman to North Greens
Option D:
The Green Road

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Direct and level road route to Duffus

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Lots of existing barriers (field gates)

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

This option is not supported by landowner

CONSTRAINTS:

Difficult to pursue without the support of the landowner

OPPORTUNITIES:

Excellent link between Gordonstoun and the coast passes across the track
Potential for future use if farming patterns change

OTHER COMMENTS:

None

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

Not a recommended option unless support from landowner changes in the future

Typical example of roads
comprising inland route

Section: Hopeman to North Greens
Option E:
Inland route south of
RAF Lossiemouth

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

On road route using existing quiet roads
Level route
Links to existing cycle track between Lossiemouth and Elgin

TRAFFIC DATA

None taken to date

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Exposed route with no windbreaks
Very little traffic, but can pass at speed and could be un-nerving for young cyclists
Longest option

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

No consultation has taken place on this route option

CONSTRAINTS:

None known

OPPORTUNITIES:

Very low cost option
Provides a link to ‘Duffus Castle’

OTHER COMMENTS:

Does not meet design criteria for young and vulnerable people

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

This is a low cost option that has the potential to provide a link from Duffus to the Lossiemouth to Elgin cycle track,
however, due to the extra distance it is not recommended to pursue this option.



Pinch point at Burnside on B9040

Existing conditions for cyclists on B9040
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Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationary Office Crown Copyright 2007.
The Moray Council 100023422.
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The next section of the route into Lossiemouth is from
‘North Greens’ which is the most westerly entrance
into RAF Lossiemouth on the B9040.  The three most
viable options from Hopeman discussed in chapter 7,
converge on the B9040 at North Greens and the next
part of the route explores how the proposed route
enters Lossiemouth.

From North Greens it is possible to follow the route of
the ‘old road’ into Lossiemouth.  The old road skirts
the boundary fence of RAF Lossiemouth where it
eventually goes behind the fence and joins the B9135
at Muirton Crescent.  This is the most difficult section
of the proposed route because:

• Of land ownership issues

• There are no verges next to the road

• A new aircraft, jointly developed by the British and
American Military is due to be installed on the base
in 2012 accompanied by increased security

Each of the above issues is discussed in more detail
below.

Land ownership
All of the land from the North Greens to the B9135
between the boundary fence of the RAF base and the
coast is owned by either the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) or the Moray Golf Course, and a route through
this section is dependant on the co-operation and
support of both parties.  Discussions with the MoD
have revealed that some of the land the golf course
uses is owned by the MoD and leased to the golf
course – this is at the eastern section where the golf
club have maintenance facilities and a tee.  

The MoD have given verbal support to the principle of
the cycle route although there are issues relating to
increased public activity near to the base.  

Moray Golf Course have also given agreement in
principle to the widening of the track currently used by
golfers at the fifth tee, to allow it to be used by the
public.  The section at the fifth tee is a ‘pinch point’
and without the support of the golf club, it will be very
difficult to forge a route between North Greens and
Lossiemouth.  Proposals to widen the path for public
use will be aired at the next Moray Golf Club Board
Meeting on 13th August.

Verges
There is very little scope for building a cycle track in
the verges due to the proximity of tees and high banks
adjacent to the road.

The Joint Combat Aircraft (JCA) 
The JCA is a new fighter plane developed jointly by
UK and American armed forces that is due to arrive at
RAF Lossiemouth in 2012.  Accompanying the new
aircraft will be a need for increased security measures
at the base.  A 10m ‘dead zone’ will be required: 5m
on either side of a new security fence along with new
surveillance apparatus.  

Options
The old track between North Greens and Muirton
Crescent has the potential to be a direct, level and
traffic free route into Lossiemouth, but is only possible
with the aid of the MoD and the Moray Golf Club.
Discussions with both organisations are ongoing and
until there is mutual agreement with all parties, a route
through this section cannot be implemented.  If
funding for the route from Hopeman to Lossiemouth is
administered in phases, this section could be
implemented last, leaving more time for negotiation.

If there is no solution to providing an off road track it
may be necessary to have an on-road section
supported by a reduced speed limit.

The map at the end of this chapter illustrates
landownership details and the preferred route.

CHAPTER EIGHT
NORTH GREENS TO LOSSIEMOUTH

Chapter Eight 43

Muirton Crescent towards RAF Lossiemouth

Existing track between RAF boundary
fence and the Moray Golf Course

Pinch point between road, the fifth
tee and boundary fence

SEE FOLD OUT MAP AT THE END OF THIS CHAPTER
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Start of old road at North Greens

Aircraft enthusiasts parked on
old road

Old road hidden by gorse

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationary Office Crown Copyright 2007.
The Moray Council 100023422.

Preferred route from North Greens to Lossiemouth
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Land owned by MOD and 
leased to the Moray Golf Club 

Land owned by MOD outside 
of its boundary fence, currently 
forming part of the Moray 
Golf Club 
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Golf Club currently inside 
boundary fence of MOD 
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When pupils are asked how they would prefer to travel to
school, there is a large decrease in the numbers preferring
to walk and an increase in all other modes.  The greatest
percentage increase is for cycling, moving from a current
2% of all journeys to 15%.

When the school travel survey is analysed in more detail,
the greatest latent demand for cycling is north west of the
school where 33% of pupils would like to cycle.  Pupils
coming from this area would have to cross Coulardbank
Road outside the school.

Pupils have also identified a number of routes around the
school that would serve anyone living to the east and south
of the school.  These routes would also link up to the cycle
storage facilities.   These paths are shown on the map at
the end of this chapter.

To link the proposed route from Muirton Crescent to
Lossiemouth High School, two options have been identified:

Option A –Drainie Way and South Covesea Road

Option B –B9135 and Coulardbank Road

For both options, a short section of cycle track on the
western side of the B9135 would need to be constructed

from Muirton Crescent to the existing uncontrolled crossing
point near Fulmard Road.  The crossing point would also
need to be upgraded.

Option A - 700m
Coulardbank Road and Drainie Way are quiet residential
streets with existing traffic calming.  Drainie Way is a cul-
de-sac that provides pedestrian and cyclist access to the
existing footpaths and cycle tracks that link to Hythe View
and Hythehill Primary School.  From the end of Drainie Way
it is proposed to redesign the current access and provide
shared use footways in line with current design guidance,
and build off road cycle tracks adjacent to South Covesea
Road to Coulardbank Road.  The design of the cycle tracks
to Coulardbank Road must take into consideration the
incline and be designed in such a way as not to encourage
cyclists to reach the roadside at high speed.

There are a number of options for crossing Coulardbank
Road:

• Uncontrolled crossing
• Toucan Crossing
• Zebra Crossing 

CHAPTER NINE
LINKS TO LOSSIEMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL

Lossiemouth High School have are developing a School Travel Plan through an enthusiastic group of students who have
carried out thorough surveys of travel patterns to and from the school as well as the preferred mode of transport to school
for pupils.

Table 5  Current and preferred mode of travel to school

There are currently high levels of walking to school at 77%, followed by car use at  12%.  Levels of cycling are very low, but
this is probably due to the fact that when this survey was carried out, there was no secure cycle storage on the school
premises.
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Preferred mode of travel to school

Using the above design guidance, it may be appropriate to
use an uncontrolled crossing point, however, it is acceptable
to use toucan crossings outside school entrances even if it
does not meet the above criteria.

Local Transport Note 1/95 advises that Zebra crossings are
usually used where pedestrian flows are relatively low and
traffic flows are no more than moderate and should not be
considered where there are significant numbers of
vulnerable road users.  It is therefore recommended that a
VP2 survey be carried out to determine if a Zebra crossing
is appropriate in this area (where PV2 is greater than 0.6
x108).

It should also be noted that cyclists are not legally allowed
to use zebra crossings, however there have been pilot
schemes in other parts of the UK such as Hull.  The cycle
tracks on the approaches to the cycle Zebra crossing in
Hull have been designed in such a way that prevents

cyclists from riding straight out onto the crossing and
‘Cyclist Dismount’ signs have been erected.  The crossing
was installed in 2003 and the research that has been
carried out since shows that a significant proportion of
cyclists do not walk across and motorists give way to these
cyclists as though they were pedestrians.

There is also the opportunity to create new paths to
Hythehill Primary School. Well-used desire lines from
McDonald Drive to the school are clearly visible and
become difficult to use in the winter when they are wet and
muddy.

Option B 1.25km
This option uses the existing cycle tracks from Lossiemouth
to Elgin along the B9135 and Coulardbank Road.  Although
there is some existing infrastructure in place that could be
used, the route is half a kilometre longer than option a and
is unlikely to be used.

Uncontrolled Toucan crossing Zebra crossing Coulardbank Road
crossing

VPD < 6000 >8000 TBC by VP2 5078
85th %ile speed <85kph >85kph TBC by VP2 56.6kph

Table 6  Criteria for Crossing Points

SEE FOLD OUT MAP AT THE END OF THIS CHAPTER
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View from South Covesea Road
to Lossiemouth High School

Section: Muirton Crescent to Lossiemouth High School
Option A:
Drainie Way and South
Covesea Road

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Roads are quiet residential road with some traffic calming
Opportunities for off road cycle tracks
Incline from South Covesea Road to Coulardbank Road
Existing road closure on Drainie Way
Some existing cycle tracks 

TRAFFIC DATA ON COULARDBANK ROAD SURVEY TAKEN 7TH JANUARY TO 15TH JANUARY 2004

Vehicles per day: Mon to Fri – average 5078 Sat to Sun – average 3692
85th %ile speed: 35.2mph % HGVS:  2.6%

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Gap at road closure on Drainie Way can be difficult to manoeuvre through because of small gap in fence and parked cars.
No cyclist access into Lossiemouth High School
Incline from Coulardbank Road to South Covesea Road

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

All homes on proposed route have been sent letters outlining the proposals.  No objections received.

CONSTRAINTS:

The cost of building a toucan crossing on Couldardbank Road may be prohibitive

OPPORTUNITIES:

Resurface tracks to Hythehill Primary School

OTHER COMMENTS:

None

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

The traffic calmed residential streets and new cycle tracks will provide a direct route from Muirton Crescent into
Lossiemouth High School.  Toucan crossing is the preferred type of crossing on Coulardbank Road due to the higher
speeds and current low  levels of pedestrians.

Section: Muirton Crescent to Lossiemouth High School
Option B:
B9135/Coulardbank Roundabout
towards High School

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS:

Existing cycle track on B9135 from Muirton Crescent to Coulardbank Road
No facilities on Coulardbank Road

TRAFFIC DATA ON COULARDBANK ROAD SURVEY TAKEN 7TH JANUARY TO 15TH JANUARY 2004

Vehicles per day: Mon to Fri – average 5078 Sat to Sun – average 3692
85th %ile speed: 35.2mph % HGVS:  2.6%

PROBLEMS AND BARRIERS FOR CYCLISTS:

Coulardbank Road has standard carriageway width of 7 to 8m with little room for cars to overtake cyclists

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK:

No consultation carried out

CONSTRAINTS:

Off road cycle track would compete with vehicular crossings and bus stops
Narrow footways

OPPORTUNITIES:

None at present

OTHER COMMENTS:

Off road cycle track on Coulardbank Road is likely to be poor quality due to narrow widths and conflict with pedestrians
and vehicles accessing driveways

RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REASONS:

Not an attractive route due to longer distance
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South Covesea Road Existing pedestrian access to Hythehill Primary School and South Covesea
Road from Drainie Way

Existing gap at Drainie Way Existing traffic calming on Drainie Way

Desire line to Hythehill Primary School
Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationary Office Crown Copyright 2007.
The Moray Council 100023422.

Route Options to Lossiemouth High School

North Greens 

To Elgin 
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Legend 

Option A 

Option B 

Existing paths 

Desire line to Hythehill Primary School 

Proposed Toucan crossing 

Proposed improved crossing point 
(uncontrolled) 

Existing gap to be improved for 
pedestrians and cyclists 

Location of school cycle storage 

Existing cycle track from 
Lossiemouth to Elgin 

Preferred route from 
Lossiemouth to North Greens 
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Hopeman to Duffus
The direct and level route to Hopeman from Duffus along
the B9040 and B9012 is the preferred route for this section.
The Moray Council owns considerable sections of the verge
along the road which could be utilised and negotiations with
local landowners are underway.  This is potentially, a stand-
alone scheme which could be delivered in a relatively short
amount of time (subject to funding) and would benefit the
entire community of Duffus as it would make active travel a
viable alternative to using a car to access Hopeman.  There
is a potential alternative route that would essentially ‘cut the
corner’ and provide a shorter route, however, there is
concern that the location of the crossing point may be
within blind spots and an unacceptable stopping distance
from the bend on the B9040.  Although in the past there
have been a considerable number of accidents in this
location, remedial works have left the road with a much
improved safety record and the positioning of the cycle
track on the northern side of the verge is the safest location
for the track as all of the accidents have involved vehicles
leaving the carriageway onto the southern side of the road.

Hopeman to Lossiemouth
The preferred route for a cycle track from Hopeman to
Lossiemouth is:

The Coastal Field Path route, developed with assistance
from a local landowner and the route of the old road from
North Greens to the B9135 in Lossiemouth.  The Coastal
Field Path route has many advantages:

• It is relatively flat

• It scenic 

• It is removed from the noise and fumes of the main
B9040 road

• It utilises some existing tracks

• It has support from a major landowner in the area

The route would join the B9040 at Easter Covesea and from
this point would use the southern verge to North Greens.

A cycle track from Easter Covesea to the Silversands
Caravan Park would need to take into account the presence
of horses and a suitable surface would be needed.  

There is a distinct and well used desire line from the
caravan park to Lossiemouth and the owners of the park
have expressed overwhelming support for a safe cycling
and walking route in the area.

The development of the ‘old road’ from North Greens to
Lossiemouth is dependent on the support of the two
landowners in the area: The Moray Golf Club and the
Ministry of Defence.  Both organisations have expressed
verbal support for the route and its successful
implementation will require ongoing negotiations and
discussions with the golf course and the MoD, especially in
light of potential changes to the boundary fence for
increased security.

Although the entire route from Burghead to Lossiemouth
has been studied with a view to pupils cycling to school, the
total distance of approximately 13km is probably too far for
all but the most enthusiastic students to undertake.
However, sections of the route may be used by some for
school journeys.  The main beneficiaries of this longer
distance route will be cycle commuters to the main
employers – RAF Lossiemouth and Gordonstoun and
recreational cyclists.  The value of recreational cycling to the
local economy should not be underestimated, especially
when long distance cycle tourers are taken into account.  A
report by the Highland Cycle Forum estimated that the
value of cycle touring  was £40 million per year to the area.
The area covered by The Moray Council has much to boast
about and offers some of the best conditions for cycling in
the country – flat plains, good weather, beautiful scenery
and coastlines and all investment in cycling infrastructure
should take account of these wider economic benefits. 

Links to Lossiemouth High School
The Lossiemouth High School Travel Plan survey shows that
the preferred route to the school via Drainie Way and South
Covesea Terrace is the area in which there was most
suppressed demand from students for cycling to school.
Not only will this route use existing traffic calmed
infrastructure, but it will also build upon existing desire lines
and cycle facilities to begin the development of a ‘network’
of local cycle routes for the community.

Care must be taken in the detailed design details of the
approach of the cycle track from South Covesea Terrace to
the proposed Toucan crossing as cyclists may be
approaching at speed down the incline.  The cycle track
should ‘kink’ to reduce speed and it may also be necessary
to install chicanes. 
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Cycling is growing in popularity in all its various forms: as a
leisure pursuit, a form of transport and a spectator sport.
The vision of a cycle route from Burghead to Lossiemouth
as presented in this document is credible and achievable as
a facility that will add value to the local environment,
support the local economy and enhance the quality of life
for residents and visitors alike.  The proposed cycle route
has the potential to tie into existing local and national cycle
routes to form a wider ‘network’. Encouraging cycling has
positive implications for health, education, employment,
tourism and the environment and promoting cycling should
be a core objective of the Council.         

To take the project forward it is recommended that The
Moray Council work with the various landowners to develop
the preferred routes set out in this report and summarised
below. These proposals should be taken forward in the
context of other programmes or projects such as Core
Paths Plans, tourism projects, local development proposals
or traffic management schemes, to ensure that there are no
lost opportunities and to further the integration of cycling
into all departments within the Council.  Individual schemes
should aim to develop and implement cycle facilities in
partnership with local communities and schools.

The limited consultation that has been carried out at
Hopeman Primary School confirms that there is a specific
need and desire for a cycle route between the school and
Duffus.  The consultation also showed that there is a desire
for a longer distance route to Lossiemouth that would be
used primarily for recreation and leisure.   All of the
Community Councils that took part within the study showed
overwhelming support for any facility to encourage cycling
and it is recommended that this support be built on with
wider community and stakeholder involvement before
substantive work takes place in the development of the
cycle routes.

Burghead to Cummingston
The current rough surface of this path is a key deterrent to
increasing walking and cycling.  A new, smoother surface
will be a great benefit to the existing coastal cycle route.

Discussions with the Community Council and the Maltings
should take place to ensure the potential routes to link the
coast with Roseisle Forest are protected through the
planning process.

Hopeman
The preferred options for Hopeman are:

• 20mph zone on School Street, Mid Street and
Macpherson Street

• ‘Shared Space’ public realm works on Harbour Street
between Duff Street and Cooper Street

• New access ramp from Duff Street to cycle track

• Cycle route signing through Hopeman from Duff Street to
Lodge Road

The proposals aim to serve two purposes:

• Provide a ‘through route’ for cyclists from Burghead to
Lossiemouth

• Improve road safety for vulnerable road users within
Hopeman

The through route that has been identified will support local
businesses by  directing cyclists to the heart of the
community and providing them with refreshment
opportunities at the local shops.  The proposal to create a
‘shared surface’ on Harbour Street from Duff Street to
Cooper Street is a zone characterised by having no
separate raised pavements but a variety of surface
treatments such as bollards, trees and benches to define
different areas such as car parking.  The objective of shared
space is to put people at the heart of public places and try
to reduce the dominance of traffic and create places where
activities can take place such as talking, sitting and eating
and where people have an equal footing with traffic.   

The 20mph zone around the school will benefit all road
users by reducing speed whilst it is considered that the
speed and volume of the existing traffic on the roads from
the school through Golf Crescent to Lodge Road are
suitable for cycling.

Signing should be erected on the existing pedestrian
walkway from School Road to Golf Crescent to designate
the area a pedestrian priority area and ask cyclists to give
way to pedestrians.

CHAPTER TEN
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Example of shared space scheme

SEE FOLD OUT MAP AT THE END OF THIS CHAPTER
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SUMMARY OF PREFERRED ROUTE
OPTIONS AND COSTS

1.25

Resurface existing track 3

Realign blocked path from drifting sand 0.02 8

Burghead to
Hopeman
Option A

Hopeman
Option B
Option E
recommendations
1, 2 and 3

Hopeman to
Duffus
Option B

Hopeman to
North Greens
Option B

North Greens to
Lossiemouth

Link to
Lossiemouth
High School
Option A

Construct new ramp to Duff Street

Full time 20mph zone on Duff Street and
part of Harbour Street 8

Part time 20mph zone on Macpherson
Street and School Road 8

Signing for an on-road cycle route from
the school to East Road 8

Construct off-road cycle track 2.5

Construct off-road cycle track on
Coastal Field path 7.15

0.7 8

£120,400.00 BoQ produced

8 £266,745.00 BoQ produced Level Cost Land acquisition

8 £477,320.00 BoQ produced Attractive Route Land acquisition Cost

8 BoQ produced Most direct route Incline

£90,000.00

8

3m wide x 60mm surface Most direct route Cost
plus completing formation

and weedkiller

£28,000.00

8

8

8

as per link to NCN at Garmouth
less surfacing and risk allowance

£982,465.00

Gradient Cost (£) included in cost Major Advantages Major Disadvantages
Good    Av    Poor

The following sets out the preferred route options along with budget estimates:

Section Brief Description Approx length km Surface
Good    Av    Poor
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Route Priority Proposals Cost Next Steps to Delivery Timescales

Burghead to • Resurface existing Secure funding – may be Dependant on
Cummingston Low coastal path possible to use maintenance funding

Hopeman High • Full time 20mph zone Secure funding Dependant of
• Signing Carry out public consultation funding
• Public realm works on Detailed design and implementation 6 months to

Harbour Street implement TROs
• New access ramp to

Duff Street

Hopeman to High • Build new off road Submit planning application Dependant on
Duffus cycle track Agreement from landowners and funding

land purchase 2 months for
Secure funding planning
Carry out public consultation application
Detailed design and implementation

Hopeman to Medium • Build new off road Submit planning application Dependant on
Lossiemouth cycle track Agreement from landowners funding

and land purchase 2 months for
Secure funding planning
Carry out public consultation application
Detailed design and implementation

Links to Medium • Build new off road Secure funding Dependant on
Lossiemouth cycle track Carry out public consultation funding
High School • Signing Detailed design and implementation

• Toucan crossing

Route Option Recommendations

To be

completed

by

Pat

Leonard

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationary Office Crown Copyright 2007.
The Moray Council 100023422.

Existing and proposed cycle routes
within the study area
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Existing Elgin to Lossiemouth
cycle track

Moray Coastal Cycle Route

Exisitng cycle track from
Burghead to Hopeman

Potential cycle track through
Roseisle Forest

Preferred route from Hopeman
to North Greens

Preferred route from North Greens
to Lossiemouth

Potential on-road, signed cycle route
from NCN1 to Roseisle Forest and
Burghead

Proposed Hopeman to Duffus cycle track

National Cycle Network
Route 1 - Inverness to Aberdeen

Moray Cycle Rides - signed
circular rides in Moray



CHAPTER 10 MAP
Existing and proposed cycle routes

within the study area


